
 

REALISTIC FICTION 10/4/12 
 

REALISTIC FICTION 
FOR GRADES 3-5 

Abbott, Tony           J ABB 

 Firegirl 

A middle school boy's life is changed when Jessica, a girl disfigured by burns, starts 
attending his Catholic school while receiving treatment at a local hospital. 

Balliet, Blue           J BAL 

 Chasing Vermeer 

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer 
painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an 
international art scandal. 

Birdsall, Jeane          J BIR 

The Penderwicks : a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy 

While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four young 
sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his 
snobbish mother. 

Also in the series: The Penderwicks on Gardam Street and The Penderwicks at Point Mouette 

Blume, Judy           J BLU 

 Superfudge 

   Peter describes the highs and lows of life with his younger brother, Fudge. 

 Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing 

   Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother an ever increasing problem. 

Bulion, Leslie           J BUL 

 The Trouble with Rules 

Now that she is in fourth grade and is not supposed to be friends with boys anymore, 
Nadie must hide her friendship with Nick, her neighbor and lifelong best friend, but when a new 
girl arrives who believes that some rules need to be broken, Nadie learns a lot from her. 

Buyea, Rob           J BUY 

 Because of Mr. Terupt 

Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how their lives are changed 
for the better by "rookie teacher" Mr. Terupt. 

Cheng, Andrea          J CHE 
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 The Year of the Book 

Follows a young Chinese American girl, as she navigates relationships with family, 
friends, and her fourth-grade classroom, and finds a true best friend. 

Choldenko, Gennifer          J CHO 

 Notes from a Liar and Her Dog 

Eleven-year-old Ant, stuck in a family that she does not like, copes by pretending that 
her "real" parents are coming to rescue her, by loving her dog Pistachio, by volunteering at the 
zoo, and by bending the truth and telling lies. 

Christopher, Matt          J CHR 

 QB Blitz 

Cal became a hero as the only seventh-grader on his middle school football team, but 
now his former teammates are in high school and a popular new player is challenging him for the 
quarterback position by turning the coach and other players against Cal. 

  Author of several sports titles. 

Clements, Andrew          J CLE 

 Frindle 

When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, 
clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond 
his control. 

Lost and Found 

Twelve-year-old identical twins Jay and Ray have long resented that everyone treats 
them as one person, and so they hatch a plot to take advantage of a clerical error at their new 
school and pretend they are just one. 

Lunch Money 

Twelve-year-old Greg, who has always been good at moneymaking projects, is surprised 
to find himself teaming up with his lifelong rival, Maura, to create a series of comic books to sell 
at school. 

We the Children 

Sixth-grader Ben Pratt's life is full of changes that he does not like his parents' separation 
and the plan to demolish his seaside school to build an amusement park but when the school 
janitor gives him a tarnished coin with some old engravings and then dies, Ben is drawn into an 
effort to keep the school from being destroyed. 

Connor Leslie           J CON 

 Waiting for Normal 
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Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being 
separated from her beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a 
small trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York. 

Creech, Sharon          J CRE 

 Hate That Cat 

Jack is studying poetry again in school, and he continues to write poems reflecting his 
understanding of famous poems and how they relate to his life. 

  Related book: Love that Dog 

Heartbeat 

Twelve-year-old Annie ponders the many rhythms of life the year that her mother 
becomes pregnant, her grandfather begins faltering, and her best friend (and running partner) 
becomes distant. 

 Walk Two Moons 

After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take 
a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend 
Phoebe, whose mother also left. 

Davies, Jacqueline          J DAV 

 The Lemonade War 

Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very differently to the news that they will be in 
the same class for fourth grade and as the end of summer approaches, they battle it out through 
lemonade stands, each trying to be the first to earn 100 dollars.  

  Also in the series: The Lemonade Crime and The Bell Bandit 

DiCamillo, Kate          J DIC 

 Because of Winn Dixie 

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, 
and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

Tiger Rising 

Rob, who passes the time in his rural Florida community by wood carving, is drawn by 
his spunky but angry friend Sistine into a plan to free a caged tiger. 

Dowell, Francis          J DOW 

 Phineas L. MacGuire…Erupts! The First Experiment 

Fourth-grade science whiz Phineas MacGuire is forced to team up with the new boy in 
class on a science fair project, but the boy's quirky personality causes Phineas to wonder if they 
have any chance of winning. 
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  Also in the series: Phineas L. MacGuire…Gets Slimed! and Phineas L. MacGuire Blasts Off! 

    

Fitzhugh, Louise          J FIT 

 Harriet the Spy 

Eleven-year-old Harriet keeps notes on her classmates and neighbors in a secret 
notebook, but when some of the students read the notebook, they seek revenge. 

  Related Book: Harriet the Spy, Double Agent Gold, Maya J GOL  

Frazier, Sundee          J FRA 

 Brendan Buckley’s Universe and Everything in it 

Brendan Buckley, a biracial ten-year-old, applies his scientific problem-solving ability 
and newfound interest in rocks and minerals to connect with his white grandfather, the 
president of Puyallup Rock Club, and to learn why he and Brendan's mother are estranged. 

Gantos, Jack           J GAN 

 Joey Pigza Loses Control 

Joey, who is still taking medication to keep him from getting too wired, goes to spend 
the summer with the hard-drinking father he has never known and tries to help the baseball 
team he coaches win the championship. 

  Also in the series: Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key and I am Not Joey Pigza 

Green, Tim           J GRE 

 Best of the Best 

Determined to play in the Little League World Series, twelve-year-old Josh struggles to 
concentrate on his game and be the team's leader while also trying to cope with his parents' 
impending divorce. 

Gutman, Dan           J GUT 

 The Million Dollar Kick 

Thirteen-year-old Whisper, who hates sports, is torn when she gets a chance to win a 
million dollars by kicking a goal against a local soccer hero. 

 The Homework Machine 

Four fifth-grade students--a geek, a class clown, a teacher's pet, and a slacker--as well as 
their teacher and mothers, each relate events surrounding a computer programmed to complete 
homework assignments. 

  Also in the series: Return of the Homework Machine 

Harkrader, Lisa          J HAR 
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 The Adventures of Beanboy 

Wheaton, Kansas seventh-grader Tucker MacBean loves comic books, so when his 
favorite comic has a contest to create a sidekick, he is hopeful that he can win, thereby fixing his 
struggling family 

Jennings, Patrick          J JEN 

 Out Standing in My Field 

Although fifth-grader Ty Cutter is named after baseball great Ty Cobb, he is the worst 
player on the Brewer's team--which happens to be coached by his overly-competitive father. 

Konigsburg, E.L.          J KON 

 From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 

Having run away with her younger brother to live in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
twelve-year-old Claudia strives to keep things in order in their new home and to become a 
changed person and a heroine to herself. 

Krieg, Jim           J KRI 

 Griff Carver, Hallway Patrol 

Legendary Griff Carver joins the Rampart Middle School Hallway Patrol and with the 
help of his new friends, Griff solves the case of counterfeit hall passes. 

Levy, Elizabeth          J LEV 

 My Life as a Fifth Grade Comedian 

Although Bobby's father thinks that he might be expelled just like his older brother, with 
the encouragement of a new fifth-grade teacher, Bobby tries to channel his penchant for humor 
into a learning experience. 

Look, Leonore          J LEO 

 Alvin Ho Allergic to Girls, School and Other Scary Things 

A young boy in Concord, Massachusetts, who loves superheroes and comes from a long 
line of brave Chinese farmer-warriors, wants to make friends, but first he must overcome his fear 
of everything. 

Also in the series: Alvin Ho: Allergic to Camping, Hiking, and Other Natural Disasters and Alvin 
Ho : Allergic to Birthday Parties, Science Projects, and Other Man-made Catastrophes 

Lord, Bette           J LOR 

 In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 

In 1947, a Chinese child comes to Brooklyn where she becomes Americanized at school, 
in her apartment building, and by her love for baseball. 

Lowry, Lois           J LOW 
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 The Willoughbys 

In this tongue-in-cheek take on classic themes in children's literature, the four 
Willoughby children set about to become "deserving orphans" after their neglectful parents 
embark on a treacherous around-the-world adventure, leaving them in the care of an odious 
nanny. 

Markey, Kevin          J MAR 

 Slumpbusters 

Eleven-year-old slugger Banjo "The Great Walloper" Bishbash is overcome by a nasty 
hitting slump as he tries to lead the Rambletown Rounders to the division baseball 
championship. 

  Also in the series: Wall Ball 

Mills, Claudia          J MIL 

 How Oliver Olson Changed the World 

Afraid he will always be an outsider like ex-planet Pluto, nine-year-old Oliver finally 
shows his extremely overprotective parents that he is capable of doing great things without 
their help while his class is studying the solar system. 

O’Connor, Barbara          J OCO 

 The Fantastic Secret of Owen Jester 

After Owen captures an enormous bullfrog, names it Tooley Graham, then has to release 
it, he and two friends try to use a small submarine that fell from a passing train to search for 
Tooley in the Carter, Georgia, pond it came from, while avoiding nosy neighbor Viola. 

Paulsen, Gary           J PAU 

 Crush: The Theory, Practice and Destructive Properties of Love 

Afraid to actually ask Tina Zabinski for a date, eighth-grader Kevin spends most of his 
time theorizing about love and romance and observing and analyzing male/female interaction. 

  Also in the series: Liar, Liar : The Theory, Practice, and Destructive Properties of Deception 

Peirce, Lincoln          J PEI 

 Big Nate in a Class by Himself 

Supremely confident middle school student Nate Wright manages to make getting 
detention from every one of his teachers in the same day seem like an achievement. 

Also in the series: Big Nate from the Top, Big Nate Strikes Again, Big Nate Out Loud, Big Nate 
on a Roll, and Big Nate Goes for Broke 

Sachar, Louis           J SAC 

 Holes 
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As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a 
distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where 
he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

 Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes 

Twelve-year-old Gary, known as Goon because of his constant clowning and joke-
telling, tries to change his image and make new friends at school. 

Salisbury, Graham          J SAL 

 Calvin Coconut: Trouble Magnet 

Nine-year-old. Calvin catches the attention of the school bully on the day before he starts 
fourth grade, while at home, the unfriendly, fifteen-year-old daughter of his mother's best friend 
has taken over his room. 

  Also in the series: Calvin Coconut: Dog Heaven and Calvin Coconut: Man Trip 

Shang, Wendy Won-Long         J SHA 

 The Great Wall of Lucy Wu 

Eleven-year-old aspiring basketball star and interior designer Lucy Wu is excited about 
finally having her own bedroom, until she learns that her great-aunt is coming to visit and Lucy 
will have to share a room with her for several months, shattering her plans for a perfect sixth-
grade year. 

Spinelli, Jerry           J SPI 

 Crash 

Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, 
aggressive behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his grandfather's 
stroke make him consider the meaning of friendship and the importance of family. 

Fourth Grade Rats 

Suds learns that his best friend is wrong. You don't have to be a tough guy, a "rat," to be a 
grown up fourth grader. 

  Also in this series: Third Grade Angels 

 Maniac Magee 

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes 
athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries. 

Stauffacher, Sue          J STA 

 Donuthead 

Franklin Delano Donuthead, a fifth-grader obsessed with hygiene and safety, finds an 
unlikely friend and protector in Sarah Kervick, the tough new student who lives in a dirty 
trailer, bonds with his mother, and is as "irregular" as he is. 
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Urban, Linda           J URB 

 A Crooked Kind of Perfect 

Ten-year-old Zoe Elias, who longs to play the piano but must resign herself to learning 
the organ, instead, finds that her musicianship has a positive impact on her workaholic mother, 
her jittery father, and her school social life. 

Vail, Rachel           J VAI 

 Justin Case: School, Drool and Other Daily Disasters 

It's the start of the school year, and nothing feels right to Justin. He didn't get the teacher 
he wanted, he's not in the same class as his best friend, and his little sister, Elizabeth, is starting 
kindergarten at his school. Elizabeth doesn't seem nervous at all. Justin is very nervous about 
third grade. And to top it off, he's lost his favorite stuffed animal, but he can't tell anyone, 
because technically he's too old to still have stuffed animals. Right? 

  Also in this series: Justin Case Shells, Smells and the Horrible Flip-flops of Doom 

Van Draanen, Wendelin         J VAN 

 Secret Identity 

Fifth-grader Nolan Byrd, tired of being called names by the class bully, has a secret 
identity--Shredderman! 

  Also in the Shredderman series: Attack of the Tagger, Meet the Gecko, and  Enemy Spy 

Weeks, Sarah           J WEE 

 Oggie Cooder 

Quirky fourth-grader Oggie Cooder goes from being shunned to everyone's best friend 
when his uncanny ability to chew slices of cheese into the shapes of states wins him a slot on a 
popular television talent show, but he soon learns the perils of being a celebrity and having a 
neighbor girl as his manager. 

Winkler, Henry          J WIN 

 Niagara Falls, or Does it? (Hank Zipzer Series) 

Fourth-graders Hank, Ashley, and Frankie are excitedly preparing for a magic show at 
the Rock 'N Bowl when Hank's creative alternative to an English essay lands him in detention 
and grounded the week of the show. 

Yee, Lisa           J YEE 

 Stanford Wong Flunks Big Time 

After flunking sixth-grade English, basketball prodigy Stanford Wong must struggle to 
pass his summer-school class, keep his failure a secret from his friends, and satisy his 
academically demanding father. 

  


